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ST PETER’S ACADEMY

DISCIPLINE POLICY
HANDLING / ACTION TOWARDS OFFENCES

Offences will be categorized as follows:

MAJOR OFFENCES
· Inappropriate photographs or material.

· Swearing (habitual) including blasphemy.

· Physical, (verbal or otherwise) abuse.

· Teacher abuse (verbal or any otherwise) 

· Disrupting the class.

· Shirking responsibilities and duties.

· Habitual backchat, mumbling, tantrums, etc.

· Arrogant disrespect for authority.

· Absence without leave.

· Vandalism.

· Possession of any illegal substances.

· Theft or any other form of dishonesty.

· Cheating.

When any of the above behavioral problems are displayed by a learner, his/her parents will be contacted by the Principal.  If there is no improvement in the learner’s behaviour after this consultation, suspension for 5 days or longer will be considered.  If he/she manages to reflect an improvement within these five days, he/she may return to school with a letter in which he/she undertakes to abide by the rules in future. Continuous offences can lead to expulsion.

MINOR OFFENCES
·  Swearing (once off)

· Homework not done (not habitual)

· School uniform: unkempt, untidy appearance, incorrect hairstyle

· Late for class: dawdling

· Stationery: Never having any or the correct stationery

· Untidiness in books and desk

· Backchat (not habitual)

These offences justify three warnings followed by detention.

DETENTION CLASSES

(Grades 4-7) 

The Governing Body has approved the introduction of detention classes, which must now be seen as part of school policy.  To ensure that no misunderstandings occur between the school, pupil, and parent regarding these detention classes the following explanation is issued:

· Detention must be seen as an extension of the disciplinary policy of the school.  It is not only for behavioural problems, but for all disciplinary problems.

· Detention is seen as a last resort when other forms of discipline have not been successful.

· Detention will be held on Saturdays 09:00 – 11:00.

· The offenders will be given three warnings, and then sent to detention.  The Principal may place an offender on detention immediately depending on the offence.

· A letter will be sent to the parents on the Wednesday preceding the detention class.  In the case of an offender failing to attend a detention class the parents will be contacted.

· Learners in detention will be given constructive work to do in the detention class.

· A learner who constantly goes to detention will enforce a follow-up meeting with the parents to discuss ways of overcoming problems that might exist.

· The learner will receive a letter from the Principal in the case of recurring offences. This letter must be viewed as a very serious matter.

· Any letter of excuse (no oral excuses will be accepted) must be handed to the Principal the day before detention. 

· Any learner who cannot attend a detention class and is excused, must attend the following week.

